Communications Toolkit for Colleges and
Universities — OPT Amicus Brief1

November 22, 2019
***Embargoed Until November 25, 2019 at 10am est***
The future of Optional Practical Training (OPT), including the STEM OPT expansion, will be
argued in the district court case of Washington Alliance Of Technology Workers v. Department
of Homeland Security et al. (WashTech) . For more information on this case, see the
backgrounder prepared by the Presidents’ Alliance and partners and NAFSA’s website.
To leverage the voice of higher education institutions in this case and demonstrate the
importance of OPT for international students and campuses across the country, the Presidents’
Alliance on Higher Education and Immigration coordinated an amicus brief signed by over 110
higher education institutions. You can read and download the amicus here on and after
November 25, 2019 when the brief is filed.
To support the colleges and universities that signed onto this amicus brief or who otherwise
support the amicus brief, the Presidents’ Alliance created this communications toolkit for
institutions that want to publicize their participation in the amicus b
 rief.2 The official rollout of
the public communications surrounding the OPT amicus briefs is Monday, November 25, 2019
at 10am est. We ask that institutions NOT share information about the amicus brief
until this date. Please note that these dates may change due to court-related
developments and, if so, we will update your institutions with the new filing and
embargo dates.
Please feel free to use, adapt, and distribute the below resources; and use the hyperlinks on the
next page to navigate the toolkit. Please share any statements, op-eds, or other communications
materials with jose@presidentsalliance.org, so we can highlight your institution’s efforts.

1

For questions regarding this toolkit, please contact jose@presidentsalliance.org. The Presidents’ Alliance thanks
FWD.us for their extensive support in creating the template for this toolkit.
2
This toolkit is meant for both higher education institutions who signed onto the amicus brief and those who simply
want to publicize the existence and importance of the brief.
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I. Sample Campus Message
This is a sample campus message that institutions can send to their campuses, including publicizing the amicus
brief, a backgrounder on the litigation, and what students and campus can do in support of international students
and advocacy efforts.

II. Template Press Statement
This is a template press statement that institutions can send out to reporters and media announcing their
participation in the brief.

III. Social Media Toolkit
This social media toolkit provides sample tweets and social media posts that institutions, students, and campuses
can use to highlight the amicus brief and ongoing litigation.

IV. Op-Ed Toolkit
This op-ed toolkit provides resources to help institutions and educational leaders draft op-eds, best practices, and
how to best use op-eds to influence the national narrative.
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I. Sample Campus Message
NOTE: We ask that your institution embargo all information regarding
the amicus brief until Monday, November 25 at 10am est.
Subject: [INSTITUTION NAME] joins amicus brief in support of international students
Email Text:
Dear Students, Faculty, and Staff:
A few days ago, [INSTITUTION NAME], together with over 110 colleges and universities, joined
an amicus b
 rief in support of international students, Optional Practical Training (OPT), and
STEM OPT in Washtech vs. DHS. You can download the brief here. This case involves a legal
challenge to the OPT program. OPT represents valuable experiential learning for our campus’s
international students and scholars, allowing them to obtain practical training that
complements and expands upon their academic studies.
We joined this “friend of the court” brief to demonstrate our unwavering support for our
international students and OPT. International students, scholars, and alumni bring a
tremendous amount of diversity to campuses across the nation, including ours. We are deeply
invested in the success of our students, and the continued existence of OPT is integral to the
success of our international students. When international students thrive, we thrive.
International students contribute to our campuses and communities with their talent, drive, and
diversity of perspectives. Our institution stands firmly alongside our international students,
scholars, and alumni.
[Additional Information: Support Services - You may wish to include a section in your campus
message that highlights your institution’s support services and contacts for international
students and scholars. Student support services can include the international student services
office, counseling, career support, academic support, mentor groups, etc. and identify the
contact person(s) for international students on campus].
Thank you.
[NAME]
[TITLE]
[INSTITUTION]
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II. Template Press Statement
NOTE: We ask that your institution embargo all information regarding
the amicus brief until Monday, November 25 at 10am est. The
template includes a variety of sample quotes that you can customize for
your institution.

[LOGO]
[University] Joins “Friend of the Court” Brief in Support of
International Students and Optional Practical Training
Loss will harm U.S. economy and undermine leadership in international education
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
[DATE]
Contact: [CONTACT], [EMAIL]
[CITY, STATE] – [UNIVERSITY LEADER] issued the following statement today on the filing of
an amicus brief in Washington Alliance of Technology Workers Union v. U.S. Department of
Homeland Security, urging the district court to rule on the side of international students.
“I am proud to announce that [UNIVERSITY/COLLEGE] joined over 110 colleges and
universities from across the country in signing an amicus brief supporting the continued
existence of Optional Practical Training (OPT) and the STEM OPT expansion. We are
committed to attracting and supporting international students and scholars. OPT is and has long
been a crucial experiential learning tool for international student that provides practical training
as a complement and supplement to our institution’s academic curriculum.”
READ THE BRIEF HERE — bit.ly/OPTBrief
[UNIVERSITY LEADER] continued, “OPT is a valuable educational tool that empowers
international students to obtain practical training in a field directly related to their educational
curriculum. OPT represents a complementary extension of a university or college’s educational
program, promotes economic self-sufficiency, and ensures international students are better
prepared for their future career. Countries across the world offer OPT-like programs and the
continued existence of our OPT is paramount to ensuring that our nation’s top tier universities
continue to attract and retain international student and scholar talent.”
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This “friend of the court” brief was coordinated by the Presidents’ Alliance on Higher Education
and Immigration and NAFSA:Association of International Educators.
As the amicus brief states:
[OPT] is a longstanding government program that permits international students
to continue, and deepen, their education by applying the skills and knowledge
they learn in the classroom to a professional setting. OPT provides untold
benefits for these international students. But, just as critical, being able to
provide international students with the opportunities facilitated by OPT gives
American institutions of higher education an edge in an increasingly competitive
global education market.
[UNIVERSITY LEADER] continued, “International students, scholars, and alumni bring a
tremendous amount of diversity and new perspectives to our campuses, contributing to local
communities and our nation’s economic engine. [INSTITUTION] is proud to support
international students, and it is absolutely vital to protect the continued existence of OPT, STEM
OPT, and access to our nation’s top tier education.”
[ADDITIONAL OPTIONAL QUOTE]
[NAME], [TITLE] of [INSTITUTION], stated: “OPT represents a rare bipartisan
consensus on the need to attract and educate the world’s brightest international students.
Moreover, OPT provides a financial foothold for students seeking to build a strong economic
foundation while they seek more permanent immigration status and complete their graduation.
We strongly urge the court to preserve this vitally important tool for higher education
institutions and international students.”
[Optional - customized statement regarding the number of international students at your
institution and the importance of OPT and international students for your institution and
students]
About the Amicus brief
We are proud members of the Presidents’ Alliance on Higher Education and Immigration, which
coordinated the brief along NAFSA: Association of International Educators. Thank you to Jenner & Block
attorneys Ishan K. Bhabha and Lauren J. Hartz, who drafted and filed the brief.  The full text of the
amicus brief may be accessed online.

Background:
A federal district court is considering whether to strike down student experiential learning
programs called OPT and STEM OPT. These programs provide temporary employment
authorization to international students so they may gain practical training related to their field
of study in the United States. The plaintiffs filed the lawsuit more than a decade ago arguing that
DHS does not have the authority to grant work authorization to F-1 students for OPT. On July 1,
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2019, the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia issued a decision allowing the case to
proceed and permitting WashTech to challenge the legality of the 12-month period of OPT as
well as the two-year STEM OPT extension. If this challenge succeeds, both OPT and STEM OPT
could end.
Experiential learning is a key component of U.S. higher education. The internship, training, and
career preparatory work opportunities that are available through OPT are part of the broader
educational life cycle for all students on campus and beyond. International students contributed
$39 billion to the U.S. economy and supported over 455,000 jobs during the 2017-2018
academic year, making international education the fifth largest U.S. services export.

###
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III. Social Media Toolkit
NOTE: We ask that your institution embargo all information regarding
the amicus brief until Monday, November 25 at 10am est.
Use the suggested social media content below to spread the message that the
education community supports international students and OPT and STEM OPT.
Please feel free to tag @PresImmAlliance as well.
Suggested Hashtags: #WelcomeToSucceed #OPT #STEMOPT
#InternationalStudents

Twitter/Facebook
1) A federal district court ⚖ will hear arguments on the continued existence of #OPT an
#STEMOPT. We are proud to join an amicus brief in support of #InternationalStudents and
#OPT. READ THE BRIEF: bit.ly/OPTBrief #WelcomeToSucceed

👩🔨

2) #OPT and #STEMOPT provide critical practical training ⚕ ⚙ and experiential learning
for #InternationalStudents! We joined 110+ universities and colleges calling for the court to
rebuff efforts to end the programs! READ MORE: bit.ly/OPTBrief #WelcomeToSucceed

👨🏿🎓👨🏽🎓👩🏻🎓

🏫

3) #InternationalStudents


 are valued members of our campuses
&
communities, contributing $39b to the U.S. economy per year and supporting over 455k jobs!
Find out how much these students contribute to your local economy here: http://bit.ly/2J1V3US
#WelcomeToSucceed

🌍

4) Practical training programs #OPT and #STEMOPT are critical for U.S. to maintain its
attractiveness to #InternationalStudents and compete in a competitive global market . These
programs are under attack! LEARN MORE: bit.ly/OPTBrief. #WelcomeToSucceed
5) Our country must keep attracting #InternationalStudents by continuing experiential
learning/practical training programs #OPT and #STEMOPT! LEARN MORE: bit.ly/OPTBrief
#WelcomeToSucceed

👩

6) Did you know? #InternationalStudents supported the creation of over 450,000 jobs
⚕.
Our institution supports these students and joined an amicus brief fighting for their right to
experiential learning. READ MORE: bit.ly/OPTBrief #WelcomeToSucceed
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7) NEW REPORT: The end of #OPT would cause $130m in losses to U.S. economy
protect #OPT and #InternationalStudents! READ MORE: http://bit.ly/2JdxgBw
#WelcomeToSucceed

💸. We must
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IV. Op-Ed Toolkit
NOTE: We ask that your institution embargo all information regarding
the amicus brief until M
 onday, November 25 at 10am est.
Thank you for supporting international immigrants in their pursuit of higher education. Here
you will find an op-ed toolkit that you and your colleagues can use to elevate your institution’s
support of international students and OPT in the press. Your willingness to author an op-ed in
support of international students and OPT as the district court in WashTech gears up to hear
arguments on the future of OPT and STEM OPT is absolutely crucial in this time of uncertainty.
The future of OPT and STEM OPT—and the future of our country’s competitiveness for
international students—will be argued fall of 2019. The court could hand down a ruling as soon
as winter of 2019 determining whether OPT and STEM OPT will continue to exist. The
community of dedicated American educators and academics is an important voice to support
international students, who study in universities across the country and use their degrees— and
the practical training through OPT—to contribute to every sector of our economy, including high
demand STEM fields.
This op-ed toolkit developed by the Presidents’ Alliance and based on a template developed by
FWD.us, can be used by presidents and chancellors, faculty, staff, or students to elevate this
critical dialogue around the importance of OPT, STEM OPT, and international students. Below
you will find examples of op-eds from other leaders in America's higher education systems in
support of international students and OPT. Please share any op-eds with
jose@presidentsalliance.org.
Table of Contents:
1. Overview: Framing Your Op-ed to Influence the District Court
2. Examples: Op-eds in Support of OPT and International Students
3. State of Play: DACA and and the WashTech case
4. General Talking Points: International Students and OPT
5. Helpful Data
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Overview: Framing Your Op-ed to Influence the District Court
1. DO tell the story of an international student on your campus or in your
community. The most effective op-eds humanize impacted individuals by highlighting
international students’ contributions to their communities and institutions. Be sure to
get their permission before sharing their story.
2. DO remind people that the U.S. has had some sort of experiential learning
for decades: The United States has had some form of experiential learning program
(like OPT) since the 1950s. Moreover, countries across the world offer similar programs
designed to attract international student talent to their shores.
3. DO remind people that the OPT and STEM OPT are vital in maintaining our
nation’s competitiveness for top tier talent: Practical training is one of the key
factors in attracting international student and scholar talent to the United States, with
the ability to obtain experiential training a key incentive among prospective international
students.
4. DO highlight that more than 110 leaders in higher education signed onto an
amicus brief for the WashTech case.
5. DO illustrate how international students are part of the fabric of our
country: Highlight how international students are invested in the success and
well-being of our campuses, communities and the economy. Turn focus back to the
severe consequences of terminating OPT, which will have devastating and lasting
impacts on your institution and higher education, communities in every part of the
country and across every sector of the American economy.
6. DO uplift that international students should screen themselves for potential
forms of immigration relief. They should visit informedimmigrant.com and talk
with an attorney to consider their immigration options.
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Examples: Op-eds in Support of International Students and OPT
Examples:
1. CNN // Martha Pollack // America is shutting its doors to some of the world's best young
minds
2. Christian Science Monitor // Michael M. Crow // We we need international students
3. Chicago Tribune // Michael A McRobbie || Fewer international students are coming to
American universities. That’s a problem.
4. AAU // Mary Sue Coleman and David Leebron // U.S. Role as Global Intellectual Beacon
is Under Threat
5. Washington Post // Angel Cabrera // Make America welcoming to international students
again
6. Columbia Spectator // Joon Baek // It’s time for Columbia College to give international
students curricular practical training
7. The Collegian // Vedant Deepak Kulkarni // K-State needs to focus on its international
students or it will lose them
8. Study International // Louisa Kendal // Should international students be allowed to
work in the country after graduation?
9. Washington Post // Andrew Hamilton // The State Department wants to limit Chinese
student visas. Its plan goes too far.
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State of Play: OPT and the WashTech Case
A federal court is considering whether to strike down student experiential learning programs
called OPT and STEM OPT. These programs provide temporary employment authorization to
international students so they may gain practical training related to their field of study in the
United States. Several corporate trade associations are submitting a brief about the U.S.
workforce.
The Washington Alliance of Technology Workers filed suit against DHS more than a decade ago
arguing that DHS does not have the authority to grant work authorization to F-1 students for
OPT. On July 1, 2019, the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia issued a decision
allowing the case to proceed and permitting WashTech to challenge the legality of the 12-month
period of OPT as well as the two-year STEM OPT extension. If this challenge succeeds, the OPT
program could end. The court also granted permission for three organizations to join the case as
intervenors in defense of OPT. They are the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, Information
Technology Industry Council, and National Association of Manufacturers.
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General Talking Points: International Students and OPT
●

OPT is vital to international student recruitment. Access to OPT attracts
students from around the world and is vital to the recruitment efforts of U.S. higher
education institutions. Many competitor countries like Australia and Canada have
similar programs that attract students away from the United States.

●

OPT is critical to maintain U.S. leadership in international education. At a
time when we are seeing increased global competition for international students, the
impact of losing programs such as OPT would threaten the United States’ role as the
leader in international education.

●

OPT has a long and successful history. The U.S. government has allowed
international students to pursue practical training in some form since the 1950s and
many other countries offer similar programs to remain competitive to international
students.

●

Colleges and Universities offer unique perspectives. U.S. colleges and
universities have the primary perspective on the educational and training role of OPT for
international students. They offer an invaluable perspective that differs from the
perspectives of the parties in the case and the business organizations that have
intervened.

●

Experiential learning is incredibly invaluable. Experiential learning is also a key
component of U.S. higher education. The internship, training, and career preparatory
work opportunities that are available through OPT are part of the broader educational
life cycle for all students on campus and beyond.

●

International students contribute to campuses and communities.
International students and scholars bring a diversity of perspectives and contributions to
institutions of higher education and communities.
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Helpful Data
1. NAFSA analysis that finds that the 1,094,792 international students studying at U.S.
colleges and universities contributed $39 billion and supported more than 455,000 jobs
to the U.S. economy during the 2017-2018 academic year.
2. NAFSA tool to see the-by-state and congressional district analysis of the economic
contributions of international students and their families to the U.S. economy.
3. The National Foundation for American Policy shares that that 21 of the 87 privately-held
$1 billion or more businesses based in the United States had a founder who arrived to
our country as an international student. These startups had one or more immigrant
founder in a majority of these companies and nearly half of the immigrant founders were
at one time international students.
4. New American Economy released a new report in October on the economic losses that
would be incurred if OPT is eliminated: “In just one year, the direct costs—the immediate
loss of wages and the cost to rehire employees—would total more than $130 million
dollars.”
5. The OPT amicus brief contains useful references to a number of recent studies on the
economic and innovation benefits of OPT, demonstrating that OPT is linked to
innovation and economic growth and not correlated with unemployment or job loss by
native born workers.
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